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   Friday 17th January 2020  
Dear parents, family and friends,  
 
We have had a great week at Harnham Infant School. The children are really immersed in their new topics this 
term and have visited the office many times to show off their fabulous work! We have seen some amazing, 
writing and number work, as well as hearing many tales of how the children are putting the school value of 
respect into action. Well done everyone! Do continue looking at the class blogs for further details of what the 
children have been doing in class.  
 
Some of our Year 1 children this week went on their third visit to Harnham Croft Residential Home where they 
enjoyed playing some games with the elderly people there. It was so wonderful to see how the children 
interact with the residents, showing them kindness and respect as well as enjoying their company and getting 
out into the community.  
 
We are trying hard, as part of our curriculum, to make links with the community in order to ensure children are 
able to participate as active members of society. We are pleased to welcome Michelle and her PAT (Pets as 
Therapy) dog, Rosie, in to school each week to listen to children read. Each week, a class takes responsibility to 
complete litter picks of the school grounds and surrounding street. We also love to have our volunteers from 
the school readers charity to come in and read with children, as well as our many parent volunteers. These are 
just a few of the ways that we are building community links, which we are hoping to expand over the coming 
weeks and months.  
 
Celebration Assembly 
Congratulations to Zacchaeus – Robin, Freddie – Ladybird, Penny – Squirrel, Blake – Bee, Henry – Woodpecker, 
Khel – Badger, Mali - Owl and Lily-Boe – Dragonfly, who were all on the celebration bench this week. Well 
done to you all!  
 
Dojo points 
 

Ladybird 65 

Robin 223 

Woodpecker 193 

Bee 113 

Squirrel 178 

Badger 207 

Owl 317 

Dragonfly 103 

 
This table is not intended to show 1st, 2nd, 3rd place or a winning class total.  Instead, it shows the number of 
Dojo points that the class has received this week. 
 
Congratulations to the Owl class, who have reached their 3,000 dojo milestone. Owl class have chosen to wear 
their pyjamas, bring a teddy bear and watch a film to celebrate their achievements on Friday 24th January. Well 
done Owls!  
 
Attendance figures this week 
The attendance figures for this week are: 
 

Whole School 96.82% 
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Well done to the Badger class, who have achieved 100% attendance this week!  Attendance Ted will be 
spending the week with the Badger class next week.  
 
Golden Mile 
We have started taking part in The Golden Mile. The Golden Mile is a safe, simple and measurable health and 
physical activity initiative and every pupil can get involved by walking, jogging or running around the 
playground (our golden mile track). The Golden Mile is all about encouraging everyone to lead a healthy and 
active lifestyle, not about who is the sportiest or crosses the finish line first. It’s engaging, rewarding and 
thoroughly heart-warming to see children so motivated to increase their activity level and boost their fitness.  
 

Total miles achieved this week across the school:  97.84 

 
Reading at Home 
As a school, we have an expectation that children read to an adult at home at least 3 times per week. We are 
monitoring the number of children who manage this and celebrate with them by rewarding them with 2 dojo 
points. Please may we remind you that children need their reading record in school every day as adults in 
school listen to the children read too. Thank you.  
 

Ladybird 14/26 54% 

Robin 16/26 62% 

Woodpecker 11/24 46% 

Bee 17/24 70% 

Squirrel 19/24 79% 

Badger 14/29 48% 

Owl 16/30 53% 

Dragonfly 23/29 79% 

   

Whole School 130/212 61% 

 
Clubs  
Clubs have started this week, with many of them being full. However, there are still a few clubs that have some 
spaces available, especially Art, Spanish and Mad Science. If you would like your Year 1 or Year 2 child to take 
part in a club, please pop in to the school office or send us an email.  
 
Cookery club 
Due to the unpredictability of my diary, there may be occasions when I need to move cookery club to another 
day of the week.  I will ensure that this is not a Tuesday or Thursday when children may be involved in other 
clubs.  Cookery club this week will be on Friday. 
 
Tree stump 
Do you have a tree stump that Miss Spellar could use in her reading corner as a table?  If so, please could you 
contact Miss Spellar directly. 
 
Communication – missing newsletters etc  
We seem to be having a bit of bad luck at the moment in terms of communication. Firstly, our telephone lines 
were playing up (hopefully these are all fixed now) and now, we have become aware that some of the emails 

  

Ladybird 95.00% 

Robin 97.31% 

Woodpecker 95.00% 

Bee 92.50% 

Squirrels 95.22% 

Badgers 100.00% 

Owls 99.33% 

Dragonfly 98.62% 
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are not getting through. This only seems to affect certain email addresses at the moment but we do apologise 
if you have not received last week’s newsletter and the list of allocations for clubs. We are trying hard to cover 
all bases and make sure parents do receive important messages and appreciate your patience with us.  
 
Can you help? 
Mrs Pike would love to enroll some more parent volunteers to help with reading in school. Some classes have 
more volunteers than others and she is keen to even things up. Robin class are especially short of support with 
reading. If you have a little spare time to help in school each week, please see Mrs Pike or send an email to 
lpike@harnham-inf.wilts.sch.uk. Thank you   
 
EYFS Adventure 
The Ladybirds and Robins brought home a flyer this week inviting them, with a parent, to come back to school 
on Thursday 23rd January at 5.00pm to take part in a night time adventure. This links to their topic on Space 
and Mrs Pike, Miss Swaine and Mrs Jones would love to see as many children come as possible. Please let the 
class teachers know if you are intending on coming so that they can prepare for numbers accordingly.  
 
Respect 
Our school value this term is Respect. We are busy teaching the children about how to treat each other kindly 
and be understanding of other people’s needs, wishes and thinking. We would like our values to permeate 
throughout the whole school – so would like to politely remind parents that when speaking to each other, or 
to members of staff, to ensure they act responsibly and respectfully too. We have a zero tolerance policy to 
aggressive, abusive and threatening behavior on our school site. Thank you.  
 
Saturday Sweep – A reminder  
Just a reminder that next Saturday, 25th January, we are holding a Saturday Sweep Day for developing and 
tidying the school grounds. We would love to see as many parents, carers, family members as possible 
between 10.30am and 12.30pm. Refreshments will be made available – we do hope you will join us!  
 
Mrs Jones  
I am delighted to share with you that Mrs Jones and her husband, Richard, are expecting their first baby in July 
2020. I am sure you will join the staff on congratulating her and wishing her a safe and enjoyable pregnancy 
before leaving school to become a family. We will, of course, keep you updated with staffing arrangements as 
and when we can.  
 
Attendance Letter  
Each term, our registers are checked by the Education Welfare Officer. Following a successful meeting with her 
earlier this week, we looked in detail at attendance figures and patterns for those children who are in school 
less than 90% of the year so far. From her advice, and in line with school policy, I am going to be sending 
letters to individual parents where attendance has been a concern. If you receive a letter, please do not be 
offended and do not be afraid to approach me if there is anything about it that you would like to discuss, or if 
there is any way that we can support you with getting your child to school.  
 
Term Dates – a consultation from Wiltshire Council 
SCHOOL TERM AND HOLIDAY DATES 2021/22 - Consultation 
We would like to receive your views on the term dates calendar being proposed for Wiltshire’s Community and 
Voluntary Controlled Schools for 2021/22. The deadline for responses is Friday 28 February 2020. 
It was agreed by the Schools Joint Consultative Committee to consult on 2 options. 
  
Option 1: Shows a proposed calendar with a five day break in October, with term 6 ending on Thursday 21st 
July. This is the option favoured by our neighbouring authorities. 
  
Option 2: Shows a proposed calendar with a seven day October break, with term 6 ending on Monday 25th 
July. 
  
You can let us know your views by using the following methods:  
By email to: directorDCE@wiltshire.gov.uk 
By letter to: School Term Dates 2021/22 Consultation, Children’s Services, County Hall, Bythesea Road, 
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Trowbridge, BA14 8JN 
 
Parent Support Advisor 
Chris Lister is our Parent Support Advisor and is in school Tuesdays and Wednesdays during term time. She is 
available for a confidential chat about various issues including your child’s behaviour, financial and housing 
difficulties, relationships, bereavement or anything which is worrying you. You can contact Chris on 07595 
217569 or psa@harnham-inf.wilts.sch.uk. 
 
School hall hire 
We are delighted to be able to offer the school hall out to hire, which is available to hire during the evenings 
and weekends.  Any enquiries should be made to Mrs Salberg – school business manager – sbm@harnham-
inf.wilts.sch.uk. Thank you.  
 
TD days 
Thursday 25th June 2020 
Friday 26th June 2020 
 
Letter sent out this week: 

 Club allocation 
 

Upcoming dates 
 
EYFS dates 

23.1.20 5.00pm EYFS Night Walk – children are invited to come back to school 
with a parent, email to follow.  

27.1.20 2.15pm Stay and do Art – Parents invited  

 
Year 1 dates 

7.2.20 2.15pm Stay and share a story  

 
Year 2 dates 

12.2.20 9.00am Stay and visit the museum  

 
Whole school dates 

25.1.20 10.30-12.30 Saturday Sweep Up 

3.2.20 2.30pm Coffee and Chat 

11.2.20  Internet Safety Day  

 
NB: Blue indicates new date being published 
 
Wishing you a lovely weekend.  
 
With best wishes, 
 
Natasha Dorrington, Headteacher  
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